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MSCA actions are

• For People

=> the application should pay

particular attention to the benefits of the people

• With an EU dimension
The application should demonstrate clearly the 

added value of the EU dimension

• For ITN and RISE with an Intersectoral dimension
The application should underline the

intersectoral dimension

From Project ‘SMARTER’ 2d news letter

From H2020-MSCA-ETN Manual for Evaluators 2019- final



MSCA actions are highly demanding.

• Proposal are ranked on the base of the evaluation by a pannel of 3 experts (PHD, scientists, engineers…)

• Proposal are distributed in 8 different pannels based on the applicant’ choice => be carefull to select the 
relevant pannel (if relevent)

• There is a very high number of proposal versus the available funding possibilities => prepare carefully your
application

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/sites/mariecurie2/files/msca-country-profile-belgium-2018_en_0.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/sites/mariecurie2/files/msca-country-profile-belgium-2018_en_0.pdf


The 
evaluation 

process



In the recent years, the number of « very good » proposals was impressive 
and leads to a very selective ‘funding threshold’ over 4,5/5

Funding threshold
usually over 4,5



An excellent « formal » application is a must !

• The proposals are evaluated as they are submitted rather
than on their « potential »

• You are responsible of the content
• The evaluators are instructed to ignore additional information 

provided through hyperlinks
• Consider the mandatory requirements of the specific action 

(elligibility criteria)

• Template for application is provided in the corresponding
« guide for applicants »

• Part A and part B must be coherent (same number of participant 
for instance)

• Follow the rules for the typing (font size, tables, footnotes…) see
guide for applicant

• Pay attention to « page limit » 
• Do not forget to supply all the required information for all

participants
From H2020-MSCA-ETN Manual for Evaluators 2019- final



The criteria, sub-criteria and 
sub-sub-criteria



Scientific and technology excellence

• S&T Quality of the proposal
• The scientific domain and its possible relationships with the priorities

• The credibility of the proposal: state of the art analysis (including relevent
references)

• The objectives & methodology

• The novelty and innovation 

• The inter/multidiciplinary

• The inter-sectorial aspects

• If relevent, the S&T gender aspects 
• Note : implementation aspects of the research program are dealt with under the Implementation criteria (workplan & work packages, planning, task & resource…) 

however, the information provided in every § of part B (provided they are not outside the page limit) are considered.

From Project ‘SMARTER’ 3d news letter



Training excellence 

• Quality of the training program
• Network training program

• Transferable skills

• Inter/multidisciplinarity

• Inter-sectoriality

• Gender aspects within the training subjects (if any relevent)

• Note: implementation aspects of the training are better dealt with under the Implementation criteria (for instance: planning of the network wide events, gender
balance in the trainers, contribution of the private sector…) however, the information provided in every § of part B (provided they are not outside the page limit) 
are considered.

From Project ‘SMARTER’ 2d news letter



Supervision excellence

• Supervisors:
• S&T excellence of the supervisors

• Academic experience of the supervisors.

• Supervision arrangements
• Conceptual scheme

• Note: 
(1) implementation aspects of the supervision are better dealt with under the Implementation criteria (for instance: procedure, interactions between the ESR and the supervisors…) however, the information provided in every § of part B 

(provided they are not outside the page limit) are considered.

(2) When relevent, specific requirement have to be considered: for instance mandatory join supervision for EID and EJD actions.

From Project ‘SMARTER’ 4th news letter



Interactions excellence

• Quality of the planned interactions => shows 
that there will be a network for researches and 
training

• Between participating organisations

• Between the researchers 

• do not duplicate the quality of the 
consortium (evaluated under 
Implantation)



Impact on the 
researchers

• Career perspective

• New skills

• New capabilities

• Employability

• Combination and coherence of skills 
and capabilities

• Scientific and Industrial Network



Impact at the European level

• Doctoral and early research training

• Doctoral awarding

• Development at EU level

• European research community

• Promoting innovation



Impact through the 
Research results

• Dissemination of the research results 

• Targets for publication

• Conferences and other events

• Scientific and industrial communities

• Exploitation of the research results

• IPR management

• Exploitation plants



Impact through
Communication

• Communication concerning the proposal

• General public, secondary and high schools

• Scientific community => Marie Curie actions, 
National actions

• Social media



Implementation

• 4 sub-criteria

• Excellence of the planned research

• The work plan and work packages, 
the tasks and resources

• Excellence of the Management of the 
project

• Organisation, recruitment, gender 
issue, risk

• Excellence of the infrastructure

• Facilities and computer

• Excellence of the consortium

• Expertise and commitment



But do not forget the further 
informations such as:

• Special requirement

• Participating organisations

• Ethics issues

• Letters of commitment



Now it is up to you!!!


